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a Substance lacking in permanence, an infinitely divisible
atom, can be regarded only as a metaphysical superfluity,
which perplexes rather than facilitates our understanding of
psychical life.

Our own body is among the ideas that we call objects.
It is that object which, by reason of the regular correspond-
ence between its changes and those of other objects, we
regard as the substrate of all our ideas. This view, also,
is merely a causal construction of our thought, very early in
its origin, though developed in full detail only under the
influence of science. Like other material objects, our body
is affected by other bodies, and affects them in turn. Some
of these changes which take place in our bodies we think of
as material processes accompanying our ideas; others as
processes which run parallel to our volitional activities. But
all of them must, of course, be subjected to the laws of the
constancy of matter and energy, since these laws are essential
to the notion of a permanent substrate for material things.
And so we are led of necessity to suppose a parallelism,
extending throughout the whole objective region of our
consciousness, between ideas and the corresponding move-
ments that takS place in the hypothetical substrate of ideas,
matter. According to this view, objects become our ideas
when our body takes part in the interactions of this sub-
strate. The parallelism is not, however, as Spinoza sup-
posed, a parallelism between two infinite realities independent
of each other. There is but one reality in question ; and this,
when we regard it as it is immediately given to us, appears
under the form of ideas; when we consider it in the light of
its conceptual transformation, is a series of movements in
matter. But the objects of the external world form only
a part of our psychical life, Their intellectual relations, like
the emotional reactions of consciousness, cannot be classed
as objects. Hence it is merely the outward sensational part